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INTERVIEW WITH ANDY TAYLOR

: Andy Taylor, the master of ceremonies at the
. r N \ Qatar ExxonMobil Open, is the man you see
A“ >, . : at post-match chat sessions with players
S L. T | following their matches. Here’s a quick Q &
o S “\Y ; A with Andy:

How long have been doing this as a
career?

My first tennis event was a 2002 Fed Cup
; Tie in Springfield, Missouri USA. During the
. Tie, the President of the USTA invited me to
New York to audition for the role of Arthur
Ashe Stadium Announcer at the US Open.
Thankfully they appreciated my style of
announcing and storytelling.

Are there any players who make you nervous and why?

Most of the players are extremely professional and conscientious. They don’t make me
nervous. My preparation, or potential lack of preparation because of the busy schedule,
is what makes me nervous at times.

Do you like coming to Doha and what'’s the best thing you enjoy doing here?

| love Doha. The city’s amazing. I've been to Souqg Wagqif, the desert and inland sea,
but with the demanding schedule of the tournament, haven’t had the opportunity to
experience all the State of Qatar has to offer.

What do you think about the growth and popularity of Qatar ExxonMobil Open?

The Qatar ExxonMobil Open has won the ATP-250 Tournament of the Year twice in the
past three years. That speaks volumes. When the players are comfortable here, we - as
fans - get to experience their best play.

How do you prepare for an interview after a match?

Preparation starts long before the tournament begins. It’s important to have an
understanding of each player’s successes and accomplishments.

RUBLEV STUNS VERDASCO; THIEM AND
MONFILS IN QUARTERFINALS

Rising Russian star Andrey Rublev on Wednesday stunned seventh seed Fernando
Verdasco of Spain in three sets to reach the quarterfinals of the Qatar ExxonMobil Open.
Rublev won 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 in 1 hour and 56 minutes. Verdasco, ranked 35 in the world,
fired 12 aces but Rublev returned well to seal his win. In another match, top seed Dominic
Thiem eased past Aljas Badene 7-5, 6-4 to reach the last-eight of the tournament. Thiem
was on the court for 1 hour 46 minutes. In the third match on the Centre Court, three-time
finalist Gael Monfils beat Jan-Lennard of Germany. Monfils, playing as a wilcard entry this
time, won 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 in 80 minutes. It was Monfils’ 21st win in Doha. In the last match
of the night, 19-year-old Greek qualifier Stefanos Tsitsipas beat former champion Richard
Gasatiet B-3 6-4
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